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Scotland’s Chief Statistician today published statistics on Education 
Maintenance Allowances (EMAs) in the academic year 2007-2008. This 
release contains information on all students at school or at a further 
education college in Scotland who received at least one payment under 
the EMA scheme. Full roll out of EMAs was completed in the academic 
year 2007-2008 when 19 year old students became eligible. 
 
Key Findings 

 
• 37,815 school pupils and college students received EMA payments in 

Scotland in the academic year 2007-2008. 54% of recipients were 
female and 64% attended school. 

 
• 25,670 of these students (68%) were or turned 16 during the academic 

year 2007-2008. This represents 39% of all 16 year olds in Scotland. 
 

• Around 39% of all 16-19 year old school pupils in Scotland received 
EMA support in the academic year 2007-2008. 

 
• The total number of young people in school in receipt of EMA has 

decreased by 2% from 2006-2007 to 2007-2008.   
 

• Most EMA participants (80%) were supported in the maximum £30 a 
week category. College students were more likely to be supported in 
this category than those in school: 84% of college students had a 
payment level of £30 compared with 79% of school pupils. 
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• £33.3 million was paid out under the EMA scheme in the academic year 
2007-2008: £26.0 million in weekly payments and £7.4 million in bonus 
payments. 

 
• 66% of students who were on the EMA scheme for the full academic 

year and were therefore eligible for both the January and the June 
bonus payments, received both bonuses. 14% of such students fulfilled 
the attendance criteria of the programme at least in some weeks, but 
received neither of the bonuses. Students in the £30 support category 
were less likely to receive both bonuses than those in the £10 and £20 
categories (64% compared to 72%). 

 
• 77% of full year EMA participants in schools received both bonus 

payments in the academic year 2007-2008 compared to 70% in 2006-
2007. 

 
• 86% of full year EMA participants received at least one of the bonuses. 

85% of those in the maximum (£30) support category received at least 
one bonus compared with 89% and 90% of those in the £10 and £20 
groups. 

 
• Students from the most deprived areas are more likely to receive EMAs: 

around 16% of all 16 to 19 year-olds in Scotland live in deprived areas 
but they make up 22% of full year EMA participants. 

 
• 25% of full year EMA participants in the £30 support category were from 

the most deprived areas in Scotland compared with 10% and 12% of 
those in the £10 and £20 groups.  
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NOTES TO NEWS EDITORS 
 
1. These statistics are collected by the Scottish Government from 
local authorities (school pupils) and the Scottish Funding Council (further 
education college students). 
 
2. EMAs were introduced across Scotland from August 2004 for 16 
year olds.  In academic year 2005-2006 eligibility was extended to include 
all 17 year olds and in academic year 2006-2007 eligibility was further 
extended to include 18 year olds.  Full roll out to 19 year olds was 
completed in 2007-2008. To satisfy the age criteria to receive EMA from 
August 2007, students had to be born between 1st March 1991 and 30th 
September 1991.  Students born between 1st October 1991 and 28th 
February 1992 became eligible to join the programme in January 2008. 
 
3. Education Maintenance Allowances are means tested payments of 
£10, £20 or £30 per week to young people attending school or further 
education college on a full time basis.  EMA aims to increase participation 
in school and college by 16-19 year olds from low income families. 
 
4. Following satisfactory attendance and completion of a learning 
agreement, additional bonus payments of £150 are payable in January 
and June. 
 
5. Prior to national roll-out in August 2004, the EMA scheme was 
tested in 4 local authority areas (East Ayrshire, Glasgow, Dundee and 
West Dunbartonshire) As a result, the whole age range in the pilot areas 
have already been eligible since 2004-2005.  An evaluation of the pilots is 
available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/37432/0010162.pdf   
and http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/37432/0010161.pdf  
 
6. The analysis of students on the EMA scheme from the 15% most 
deprived areas of Scotland in this release uses the 2006 Scottish Index of 
Multiple Deprivation (SIMD): 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD/Overview  
 
7. The method of collating the further education college data has been 
improved to address the issue of more than one record being created for 
certain students, for example if they have moved college during the 
academic year. Insufficient information was available in previous years to 
implement these changes.. The improvements have removed about 1,300 
duplicate records this year. 
 
8. Direct comparisons between the academic year 2007-2008 and 
previous publications are affected by these changes as follows:  
• Data from schools can be compared directly and such a 
comparison is shown in tables 12 and 13 of this release. 
• The college statistics, and therefore tables containing information 
on both school and college students, published last year cannot be 
compared directly with this publication. However Table 11 of this 
publication shows counts for both years, using last year’s method. 
. 
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9. Section 5 of this publication contains corrected versions of the 
tables on students from deprived areas included in last year’s release. 
These corrections account for errors which were picked up during quality 
assurance. The main sources of error were incorrect coding of male and 
female further education college students, and the inclusion of further 
education college students who were not part of the EMA scheme for the 
entire academic year. The former did not affect the overall total but the 
latter did, the correction of which resulted in a decrease by almost 1,100 in 
the number of students. School information was not affected by these 
errors, though an improvement to the data resulted in a difference of less 
than 10 pupils in the overall total. 
 
10. This is a National Statistics publication. National Statistics are 
produced to high professional standards set out in the National Statistics 
Code of Practice. They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to 
ensure that they meet customer needs. They are produced free from any 
political interference. 

 
11. This news release, together with associated tables listed above, is 
published on the Scottish Government website at the following address: 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Lifelong-
learning/Publications 

 
12. The publication tables and analysis by local authority for school 
pupils can be found at: 
 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Lifelong-
learning/datasets 

 
13. Additional information on Education Maintenance Allowances in 
Scotland can be found at:  
 

http://www.emascotland.com/ 
 
For further information (non-media), enquiries and comments on this 
release, please contact: 
 
Debbie Amabile 
 
ASU LLL Lifelong Learning Statistics 
Education Analytical Services 
Scottish Government  
3rd Floor, Meridian Court 
5 Cadogan Street 
Glasgow 
G2 6AT 
 
Tel.  (0141) 242 0271 
Fax. (0141) 242 5455 
E-mail fhestatistics@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  
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For media enquiries please contact:   
 
Ashley Duff 
 
Communications Education and Lifelong Learning 
Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG 
 
Tel. (0131) 244 3070 
E-mail: 
CommunicationsEducationAndLifelongLearning@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  
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Section 1: Total Students Supported Through the EMA Scheme 2007-2008 
 
1. This section looks at the total number of students on the EMA scheme in 
academic year 2007-2008.  All students who received at least one EMA weekly 
payment or a bonus payment are included. The majority of students (80%) receive 
support in the £30 category.   
 
Table 1: Total Students by Gender and Level of Payment 2007-2008 
 

Students Level Total Female Male 
Percentage of all Students at 

Each Payment Level 
Total 37,815 20,600 17,215 100% 
£10 3,430 1,880 1,550 9% 
£20 3,965 2,060 1,900 10% 
£30 30,425 16,660 13,765 80% 

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round down 
 to 0; 3, 4 round up to 5).  
2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 
 

2. Table 1 shows that 37,815 students participated in the EMA scheme in 
academic year 2007-2008. There were slightly more females (54% compared to 49% 
of all 16-19 year olds in Scotland1) than males. The majority of both females and 
males (81% and 80% respectively) are supported in the £30 category. As EMA is 
means tested, these are the students with the lowest parental incomes.  
 
Table 2: Total Students by Age and Level of Payment 2007-08 
 

Age Level Total 15 16 17 18+ 
Total 37,815 6,565 19,105 11,440 705
£10 3,430 570 1,795 1,005 60
£20 3,965 715 2,035 1,170 45
£30 30,425 5,280 15,275 9,265 600

1.  Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round down to 0; 
 3, 4 round up to 5). 

 
3. To maintain consistency with the age eligibility criteria of the EMA scheme, the 
age of a student has been defined as their age on 30 September in the given 
academic year.  Therefore for our purposes 6,565 students are classified as aged 15 
as at 30 September 2007.  These students reached the eligibility threshold of 16 
between 1st October 2007 and 28 February 2008, and therefore were eligible for 
support from January 2008 onwards.  
 
4. Table 2 shows that those aged 18 and 19 are more likely than younger 
recipients of EMA to be supported in the £30 category: 85% of those aged 18 or 19 
are in this category, compared to 80-81% of younger students. EMA participants are 

                                                           
1 Percentage calculated from General Register Office for Scotland Mid-2007 Population Estimates (as at 30 June 
2007): http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/statistics/publications-and-data/population-estimates/mid-2007-population-
estimates-scotland/list-of-tables.html, table 2. 
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most likely to be 16 or turn 16 during the academic year: more than two thirds (68%) 
were or turned 16 in 2007-2008. This represents 39% of all 16 year olds in Scotland2. 
 
Table 3: Total Students by Place of Study and Level of Payment 2007-08 
 

Students Percentage Level Total School College Total School College 
Total 37,815 24,020 13,795 100% 100% 100%
£10 3,430 2,335 1,095 9% 10% 8%
£20 3,965 2,790 1,170 10% 12% 8%
£30 30,425 18,890 11,535 80% 79% 84%

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round down to 0; 3, 4 
 round up to 5).  
2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 

 
5. Table 3 shows that almost two thirds of those on the EMA scheme (64%, 
24,020 students) attend school. This represents 39% of all school pupils aged 16-19 in 
academic year 2007-20083. School pupils are less likely than further education college 
students to be supported in the £30 category: 79% of school pupils receiving a 
payment under the EMA scheme are in the £30 category compared to 84% of college 
recipients. 
 
Table 4: Total Amounts Paid Out – Weekly and Bonus Payments by Level of 
Payment 2007-08 
 

Amounts Paid (£) Level Total Female Male 
Percentage of 

Total Payments 
Total 33,340,590 18,132,810 15,207,780 100% 
£10 1,645,630 903,350 742,280 5% 
£20 2,950,850 1,532,480 1,418,370 9% 
£30 28,744,110 15,696,980 13,047,130 86% 

1. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 
 
6. Table 4 shows that a total of £33.3 million was paid out under the EMA scheme 
in academic year 2007-2008. Of that, £28.7 million (86%) was paid to those supported 
in the £30 category. 54% of the total amount paid out went to females, this is 
consistent with 54% of all participants in the EMA scheme being female. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
2 This is based on the number of 16 year olds taken from the General Register Office for Scotland’s Mid Year 
Population Estimates 2007 (as at 30 June 2007), Population by Single Year of Age table: http://www.gro-
scotland.gov.uk/statistics/publications-and-data/population-estimates/mid-2007-population-estimates-scotland/list-
of-tables.html, table 2). 
3 Data on school pupils comes from the School Census 2007 and the Independent School Census 2007. 
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Table 5: Total Amount Paid Out – Weekly Payments by Gender and Level of 
Payment 2007-08 
 

Amounts Paid (£) Level Total Female Male 
Percentage of Total 
Weekly Payments 

Total 25,977,090 14,112,660 11,864,430 100% 
£10 927,730 509,000 418,730 4% 
£20 2,123,150 1,103,030 1,020,120 8% 
£30 22,926,210 12,500,630 10,425,580 88% 

1. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 
 
7. Table 5 shows that £26.0 million was paid out in weekly payments in academic 
year 2007-2008. Of this, £22.9 million (88%) was paid out to those in the £30 category.  
 
Table 6: Total Amount Paid Out – Bonus Payments by Gender and Level of 
Payment 2007-08 
 

Amounts Paid (£) Level Total Female Male 
Percentage of Total 

Bonus Payments 
Total 7,363,500 4,020,150 3,343,350 100% 
£10 717,900 394,350 323,550 10% 
£20 827,700 429,450 398,250 11% 
£30 5,817,900 3,196,350 2,621,550 79% 
1. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number 

 
8. Table 6 shows that a total of £7.4 million was paid out as bonuses. Of this, £5.8 
million (79%) was paid out to those supported in the £30 category. 
 

Section 2: Students on the EMA Scheme for the Full Academic Year 2007-2008 
 
9. This section looks at only those students who were on the scheme for the entire 
academic year 2007-2008 i.e. they received payments both before and after 
Christmas.  This means that they were eligible to receive both bonus payments upon 
satisfying the terms of their learning agreement. 
 
Table 7: Students on the EMA Scheme for the Full Year by Gender and Level of 
Payment 2007-08 
 

Students Level Total Female Male 
Percentage at Each 

Payment Level 
Total 27,930 15,385 12,545 100% 
£10 2,590 1,435 1,155 9% 
£20 2,940 1,550 1,390 11% 
£30 22,400 12,405 10,000 80% 

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round 
 down to 0; 3, 4 round up to 5).  
2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 

 
10. Table 7 shows that 27,930 students were on the EMA scheme for the entire 
academic year 2007-2008. As in Table 1 for all students on the scheme, the majority, 80%, 
were supported in the £30 category. 55% (15,385) were female. 
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Table 8: Students on the EMA Scheme for the Full Year by Place of Study and 
Level of Payment 2007-08 
 
  Students Percentage 
  Total School College Total School College
Total 27,930 17,355 10,575 100% 100% 100%
£10 2,590 1,765 825 9% 10% 8%
£20 2,940 2,065 875 11% 12% 8%
£30 22,400 13,525 8,880 80% 78% 84%

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round down to 0; 3, 4 
 round up to 5).  
2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 
 
11. Table 8 shows that the majority of those on the EMA scheme for the entire year 
(62%) attend school.  School based recipients of EMA are less likely than those 
attending colleges to be in the £30 support category: 78% of school pupils are in this 
category compared with 84% of college students. This is consistent with the 
proportions for all EMA recipients given in Table 3. 
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13. Table 10 shows that two thirds of students (66%, 18,395 students) on the EMA 
scheme for the entire year receive both bonus 1 and bonus 2 payments. Those in the 
£30 support category are less likely than those in either of the £10 or £20 categories to 
receive both bonuses: 64% of those whose level of payment is £30 received both 
bonuses compared with 72% of those in the £10 and £20 categories. Such students 
are more likely to receive no bonuses: 15% received no bonuses compared with 11% 
and 10% of those in the £10 and £20 categories. 86% of students on the scheme for 
the full year received at least one bonus payment. 
 

Section 3: 2006-2007 – 2007-2008 Analysis 
 

14. An improved methodology has been applied to the further education college 
data in order to reduce the amount of over-counting of individuals that arises from 
there being more than one record for certain students (for example if they have moved 
college during the academic year). This involved identifying duplicate records for the 
same individual by looking at a combination of surname, first initial, gender and date of 
birth. Insufficient information was available in previous years to be able to implement 
this methodology. Direct comparisons between the academic year 2007-2008 and 
previous publications are affected by these changes as follows:  
• Data from schools can be compared directly 
• The college statistics, and therefore tables containing information on both 
school and college students, published last year cannot be compared directly with this 
publication. 
 
15. In order to give an indication of change over time and to establish the extent of 
over-counting removed by the new method, a comparison of overall EMA recipient 
numbers in the academic years 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 using the 2006-2007 
methodology is given in Table 11.  Such a comparison is only valid if the level of 
duplication of individuals is similar in both years. As the information we used to deal 
with the over-counting of individuals in 2007-2008 was not available in earlier years it 
is not possible to establish if this is the case, however we do not have any indication 
suggesting that the level of over-counting may have changed. 
 
Table 11: All Students by Level of Payment 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 (last year’s 
methodology) 
 

All students Percentage of all 
students Level 

2006-07 2007-08 2006-07 2007-08 
Total     38,760      39,110       100%       100%  
£10      3,560       3,520          9%          9%  
£20      3,925       4,050        10%        10%  
£30     31,270      31,540        81%        81%  

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 
 (e.g. 1, 2 round down to 0; 3, 4 round up to 5).  
2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole 
 number. 

 
16. Table 11 shows that using the method applied in previous years on the 2007-
2008 further education college data results in an increase of almost 1,300 in the total 
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number of students on the EMA scheme compared to the total of 37,815 given in 
Table 1. This 1,300 comes from the college data. 
 
17. As the new methodology only applies to further education college data it is 
possible to look at the change over time for school pupils. Comparisons between 
academic years 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 for schools only are given in Tables 12 and 
13. 
 
Table 12: All School Students by Level of Payment 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 
 

All students Percentage of all 
students Level 

2006-07 2007-08 2006-07 2007-08 
Total     24,430      24,020       100%       100%  
£10      2,390       2,335        10%        10%  
£20      2,720       2,790        11%        12%  
£30     19,320      18,890        79%        79%  

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 
  round down to 0; 3, 4 round up to 5).  
2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 

 
18. Table 12 shows that the total number of school pupils on the EMA scheme has 
decreased by 2% to 24,020 in academic year 2007-2008. The percentages of pupils in 
each category of support are similar in both years.  
 
Table 13: School Students on the EMA Scheme for the Full Year by Bonus 
Uptake and Level of Payment 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 
 

All Pupils 2006-07 All Pupils 2007-08 

Level  
  Total Both 

One 
bonus 
only None Total Both 

One 
bonus 
only None 

Total 17,315 12,080 3,920 1,315 17,355 13,420 2,650 1,285
£10 1,780 74% 21% 6% 1,765 82% 12% 5%
£20 1,955 73% 20% 7% 2,065 82% 13% 5%
£30 13,585 69% 23% 8% 13,525 76% 16% 8%

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round down to 0; 3, 4 
     round up to 5).  

2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 
3. Bonus 1 is payable in January and bonus 2 is payable in June. 
 
19. Table 13 shows that the percentage of school pupils in each payment category 
who received both bonus payments was higher in 2007-2008 than in 2006-2007. 77% 
of school pupils on the EMA scheme for the full year received both bonuses in 2007-
2008 compared with 70% in 2006-2007.  
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Section 4: Students from Deprived Areas 2007-2008 
 
20. This section looks at students from the 15%4 most deprived areas in Scotland. 
To allow analysis of bonus uptake we have only included students who were part of 
the EMA scheme for the full academic year.  
 
Table 14: All Students and Student from 15% Most Deprived Areas on the EMA 
Scheme for the Full Year by Level of Payment 2007-08 
 

Level 
All students 

attending for the 
entire year 

All students from 
deprived areas attending 

for the entire year 

Percentage 
from deprived 

areas 
Total                27,930                          6,140              22% 
£10                  2,590                             270              10% 
£20                  2,940                             360              12% 
£30                22,400                          5,510              25% 

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round down 
 to 0; 3, 4 round up to 5).  
2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 

 
21. Table 14 shows that 6,140 students on the EMA scheme for the entire 
academic year came from the 15% most deprived areas in Scotland. These students 
are over-represented on the EMA scheme: around 16%5 of all 16-19 year olds in 
Scotland live in the 15% most deprived areas whereas 22% of those on the EMA 
scheme are from such areas. A quarter (25%) of those in the £30 support category are 
from deprived areas compared to 10% and 12% in the £10 and £20 categories 
respectively highlighting that the £30 category is targeted to those in deprived areas.  
 
Table 15: Students from the 15% Most Deprived Areas on the EMA Scheme for 
the Full Year by Gender and Level of Payment 2007-08 
 

Students from deprived areas Percentage Level Total Female Male Total Female Male 
Total 6,140 3,475 2,660 100% 100% 100% 
£10 270 140 130 4% 4% 5% 
£20 360 195 165 6% 6% 6% 
£30 5,510 3,140 2,365 90% 90% 89% 

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round 
 down to 0; 3, 4 round up to 5).  
2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 

 
22. Table 15 shows that 90% (5,510 students) of those from the 15% most deprived 
areas were in the £30 support category compared to 80% of all students on the EMA 
scheme for the entire year (Table 7). 
 
                                                           
4 This analysis uses the 2006 Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) more details of which can be found 
at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/SIMD/Overview.  
5 This percentage is based on calculations using the 16-19 year old population from General Register Office for 
Scotland’s Small Area Population Estimates of population in each datazone as at 30 June 2007: http://www.gro-
scotland.gov.uk/statistics/publications-and-data/small-area-population-estimates/2007-small-area-population-
estimates/list-of-tables.html  
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Table 16: Students from the 15% Most Deprived Areas on the EMA Scheme for 
the Full Year by Place of Study and Level of Payment 2007-08 
 

Students from deprived areas Percentage Level Total School College Total School College 
Total 6,140 3,250 2,890 100% 100% 100% 
£10 270 150 120 4% 5% 4% 
£20 360 215 145 6% 7% 5% 
£30 5,510 2,880 2,625 90% 89% 91% 

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round 
 down to 0; 3, 4 round up to 5).  
2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 

 
23. Table 16 shows that just over half (53%) of those on the EMA scheme for the 
full year from the 15% most deprived areas are attending school. This is 9 percentage 
points lower than the percentage of all students on the EMA scheme for the full year 
who attend school (62%, Table 8 and paragraph 11).  
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Section 5: Students from Deprived Areas 2006-2007 Publication Correction 
 
24. This section contains corrected versions of the tables on students from deprived 
areas contained in last year’s publication. These corrections account for errors which 
were picked up during quality assurance. The main sources of error were incorrect 
coding of male and female further education college students and the inclusion of 
further education college students who were not part of the EMA scheme for the entire 
academic year: the former did not affect the overall total but the latter did, the 
correction of which resulted in a decrease by almost 1,100 in the number of students. 
School information was not affected by these errors, though an improvement to the 
data resulted in a difference of less than 10 pupils, in the overall total. 
 
25. The changes to the methodology for dealing with the college dataset described 
in Section 3 mean that it is not possible to directly compare figures in this section with 
those for 2007-2008 where college students are included.  
 
Table 18: All Students and Student from 15% Most Deprived Areas on the EMA 
Scheme for the Full Year by Level of Payment 2006-07 
 

  

All students 
attending for the 

entire year 

All students from deprived 
areas attending for the entire 

year 

Percentage 
from deprived 

areas 
Total                27,025                           5,790              21% 
£10                  2,575                              270              10% 
£20                  2,780                              320              12% 
£30                21,665                           5,200              24% 

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round down to 0; 3,   
 4 round up to 5).  

2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 
 

26. The correction has decreased the percentage of all full year EMA participants 
from deprived areas by four percentage points from 25% to 21%. The proportion in the 
£30 support category has reduced by 5 percentage points from 29% to 24%. 
 
Table 19: Students from the 15% Most Deprived Areas on the EMA Scheme for 
the Full Year by Gender and Level of Payment 2006-07 
 

Students from deprived areas Percentage Level Total Female Male Total Female Male 
Total 5,790 3,230 2,555 100% 100% 100%
£10 270 150 115 5% 5% 5%
£20 320 170 150 6% 5% 6%
£30 5,200 2,910 2,290 90% 90% 90%

1. Student numbers have been rounded up or down to the nearest 5 (e.g. 1, 2 round down to 0; 3, 4   
 round up to 5).  
2. Percentages have been rounded up or down to the nearest whole number. 
 
27. The corrected total number of female students from deprived areas has 
increased by around 25 whereas that for male students has decreased by around 
1,100. 
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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN GROUP 
 
OUR AIM 
 
To provide relevant and reliable information, analysis and advice that meet the needs of government, business and 
the people of Scotland. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
1. To produce statistics and analysis relevant to user needs by 

• Developing our understanding of customer requirements to ensure statistics are kept relevant and analysis 
is well targeted;  

• Developing the range of statistics and analysis we produce; 
• Where practicable improving timeliness; 
• Providing more statistics disaggregated by age, gender and ethnicity; 
• Developing more data for small areas through the Neighbourhood Statistics project; 
• Contributing to production of comparable statistics across the UK and internationally. 

 
2. To ensure effective use of our statistics by 

• Contributing more directly to policy processes inside and where possible outside government; 
• Improving access to and presentation of data and analysis; 
• Improving the advice provided on statistics. 

 
3. To work effectively with users and providers by 

• Maintaining arrangements to consult and involve users and providers; 
• Involving users and providers in planning developments in outputs and processes; 
• Minimising the burden on data providers through dropping or streamlining collections as appropriate, to 

ensure the benefits of the information justify the costs of collection. 
 
4. To develop the quality of statistics by 

• Assuring and improving quality as an integral part of data collection and analysis and through regular 
reviews in line with National Statistics quality strategy; 

• Developing statistical methods, systems and classifications; 
• Working with the rest of the Government Statistical Service to develop joint approaches/solutions where 

appropriate. 
 
5. To assure the integrity of statistics by 

• Maintaining and promoting integrity through implementation of the National Statistics Code of Practice and 
related protocols; 

• Safeguarding the confidentiality of data subjects. 
 
6. To ensure the efficient and effective delivery of statistics products and services by 

• Making best use of all sources including administrative sources; 
• Working with other analysts to maximise the contribution of our own and other analysts’ work; 
• Ensuring value for money; 
• Making best use of Information and Communications Technology; 
• Ensuring effective communication within the Statistician Group. 

 
7. To develop our workforce and competences 

• Ensuring recruitment of staff with the necessary skills and potential; 
• Ensuring development of expertise amongst existing staff; 
• Promoting and upholding the standards of the statistics profession. 
 

 
This is a National Statistics publication 
 
"This is a National Statistics publication.  It has been produced to high professional standards set out in the National 
Statistics Code of Practice Protocol - see www.statistics.gov.uk/about_ns/cop/default.asp 

 
These statistics undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs.  They are 
produced free from any political interference." 
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Details of pre-release access will be provided in the Scottish Government Statistics Website under 'Forthcoming 
Releases' 
 
Correspondence and enquiries 
 
Enquiries on Education Maintenance Allowances 2007-08 
should be addressed to: 
 
Debbie Amabile 
ASU LLL Lifelong Learning Statistics 
Education Analytical Services 
3rd Floor Meridian Court 
Glasgow G2 6AT 
Telephone: +44 141 242 0271; Fax: +44 141 2425455 
e-mail: Debbie.Amabile@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

General enquiries on Scottish Government statistics 
can be addressed to: 
 
Angela McLean 
Office of the Chief Statistician 
Scottish Government 
3 Floor West Rear, St Andrews House 
EDINBURGH   EH1 3DG 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0442; Fax: (0131) 244 2223 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

 
Advice on specific areas of Scottish Government statistical work can be obtained from staff at the telephone numbers given below: 
 
Scottish Government Statistics contacts 

Agricultural census and labour force (0131) 244 6150 
Business (0141) 242 5446 
Community Care (0131) 244 3777 
Courts and law (0131) 244 2227 

 Environment (0131) 244 0445 
 Equality (0131) 244 0324 
 Fisheries   (0131) 244 6441
Further and Higher Education   (0141) 242 0273
Health (0131) 244 3432 
Housing (0131) 244 7236 
Income, Tax and Benefits (0131) 244 2583 
Labour market (0141) 242 5446 
Local government finance (0131) 244 7033 
Planning (0131) 244 0439 
Prisons (0131) 244 2147 
Recorded crime (0131) 244 2635 
Schools – pupils and teachers (0131) 244 1689 
Schools – qualifications (0131) 244 0315 
Scottish Government personnel (0131) 244 3926 
Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics  (0131) 244 0442
The Economy (0131) 244 2234 
Transport (0131) 244 7255  

Other contacts for Scottish statistics 
Forestry Commission (0131) 314 6337 
General Register Office for Scotland 
- Vital statistics and publications 
-  Population statistics, census statistics 
or digital boundary products 

(0131) 314 4243 
 

(0131) 314 4254 

The Scottish Funding Councils for 
Higher and Further Education 

(0131) 313 6575 
 

 
For general enquiries about National Statistics in the 
United Kingdom Government contact the National Statistics 
Public Enquiry Service on 
 
020 7533 5888 
minicom: 01633 812399 
Email: info@statistics.gov.uk 
Fax: 01633 652747 
Letters: room DG/18, 1 Drummond Gate, 
LONDON SW1V 2QQ 
 
You can also find National Statistics on the internet -  
go to www.statistics.gov.uk 
 

 
If you would like to be consulted about new or existing statistical collections or receive notification of forthcoming statistical 
publications, please register your interest on the Scottish Government ScotStat website at 
www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat 
 
Current contact points, e-mail addresses and the publications listed below as well as a range of other statistical publications can 
be found on the Scottish Government Web site at www.scotland.gov.uk/stats 
 
Further information on the General Register Office for Scotland is available on the website www.gro-scotland.gov.uk 
 
Complaints and suggestions 
If you are not satisfied with our service, please write to the Chief Statistician, Mr Rob Wishart, 3R.01, St Andrews House, 
Edinburgh, EH1 3DG, Telephone: (0131) 244 0302, e-mail rob.wishart@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.  We also welcome any comments or 
suggestions that would help us to improve our standards of service. 
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